
Full Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts 

and  
Determination of Significance 

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance.  The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question 
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular 
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact. 

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess 
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not 
have a significant adverse environmental impact.  By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its 
determination of significance. 

Reasons Supporting This Determination: 
To complete this section: 

• Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude.  Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact. 

• Assess the importance of the impact.  Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to 
occur. 

• The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
• Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where

there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.

• Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
• For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that

no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
• Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions 

SEQR Status:    Type 1   Unlisted 

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project:   Part 1   Part 2   Part 3 

                       Agency Use Only  [IfApplicable] 
Project :

Date :

✔

✔✔ ✔

 
 
See attached Determination of Non-Significance.  
 
 
Corrections/Additions to Part 1: 
 
1.  At the project description in Section A (and in the detailed project description), change the approximate number of community pump stations to 8 and 
the approximate number of individual pumping stations to 35. 
 
2.  At D.1.b.b, change the disturbance area to 24 acres. 
 
3.  At D.1.g.ii, change the approximate building height to 35 ft.   
 
4.  At D.2.a.ii, change the volume of excavated material to 41,000 CY.  Note that this change was the result of an initial calculation error that was corrected 
as impacts were being evaluated; it was not the result of a design change.    
 
5.  At D.2.a.v, change the excavated area to 24 acres. 
 
6.  At D.2.c.vi, change the maximum WWTP well pumping capacity to 10 gpm.  
 
7.  At D.2.e.i, change the created impervious surface area to 1.0 acres.   
 
 



Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information 

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the 
 as lead agency that: 

  A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact 
statement need not be prepared.  Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued. 

 B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or 
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency: 

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative 
declaration is issued.  A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.d). 

 C. This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact 
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those 
impacts.  Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued. 

Name of Action: 

Name of Lead Agency: 

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: 

Title of Responsible Officer: 

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: Date: 

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer) Date: 

For Further Information: 

Contact Person: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: 

E-mail: 

For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to: 

Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of) 
Other involved agencies (if any) 
Applicant (if any) 
Environmental Notice Bulletin:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html  
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STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW 

 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

 
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION OF NON-SIGNIFICANCE 

 
This notice is issued pursuant to NYCRR Part 617, implementing Article 8 (State Environmental 
Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation law.  The Town Board for the Town of 
Olive, as Lead Agency, has determined that the proposed action described below will not have a 
significant effect on the environment, and a draft environmental impact statement will not be 
prepared. 
 
Name of Action:   Shokan Community Wastewater Management Program  
SEQRA Status: This is a Type I action 
 
Conditioned Negative Declaration: No. 
 
Description of Action:  
 
The proposed Shokan Wastewater Management Program Project will consist of a collection system 
in the Hamlet of Shokan with approximately 76,000 linear feet (lf) of  gravity sewer, 16,000 lf of 
force mains, approximately 8 community pumping stations, approximately 35 individual pumping 
stations and associated appurtenances; a 14,000 sf Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) to treat the 
combined flow of the Boiceville and Shokan Sewer Districts on a 6.22 acre site in Shokan; converting 
the existing Boiceville WWTP to a pumping station with emergency storage for the Hamlet of 
Boiceville and approximately 18,000 lf of force main from the Boiceville WWTP to the Shokan 
WWTP.  
 
The project also includes the creation of the Shokan Sewer District as well as amending the existing 
Town of Olive Sewer Use Law. 
 
The project design average wastewater flow is 243,000 gpd (combined for existing Boiceville Sewer 
District and proposed Shokan Sewer District) which includes a 10% allowance for future growth of 
the Hamlet of Shokan. 
 
In addition, to assist the community in providing adequate operation and maintenance of the 
wastewater treatment system, the Town will enter into an operation and maintenance agreement with 
NYCDEP for the newly formed Shokan Sewer District.   
 
Reasons Supporting this Determination: 
 

1. Impact on Land.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on land.  Construction 
of the WWTP will result in a surplus of approximately 1,000 cubic yards (CY) of excess 
spoil material.  Construction of all piping in the collection system (gravity sewers and force 
mains) will generate spoil, as the pipe zone receives some select bedding material.  Further, 
all pipe installed within the Town, County, and State highway pavement areas will require 
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the removal of all native material so that select material can be placed as backfill (as 
required by the Town and County Highway Departments and NYSDOT).  Select material is 
needed in order to provide adequate compaction to minimize future road settlement. The 
total spoil material volume for the collection system is estimated at approximately 40,000 
CY.  The total estimated volume (41,000 CY) of all spoil material from both the collection 
system and the WWTP will be taken to pre-approved locations and placed as fill outside of 
areas located within the 100-year floodplain, wetlands, watercourses, etc.  The spoil material 
locations will be selected by the contractor and approved by the NYCDEP and the engineer. 
Appropriate stormwater erosion and sediment control devices will be established prior to 
placement of the spoil materials. The spoil material sites will be mulched, seeded, and grass-
established upon completion. The majority of the land affected during the construction of 
the collection system will be restored to its original state.  

 
2. Impact on Geological Features. There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on 

geological features.  There are no unique or unusual land forms that will be impacted by the 
project. 

 
3. Impact on Surface Waters.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on surface 

waters.   
 
Preliminary pipeline routings for the collection system have been designed to minimize 
impacts on wetlands.  For final approvals and permits, the wetlands delineation will be 
shown on the project drawings.  The appropriate Nationwide Permits will be obtained from 
the United States Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) on completion of final design.   
 
The project will include a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) designed to 
prevent pollution of surface water due to stormwater runoff from the construction of the 
project.  A Notice of Intent will be filed with New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation and the SWPPP will be reviewed and approved by New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection.  The contractor will be required by contract to 
adhere to the SWPPP.  To mitigate any potential impacts on surface water, the SWPPP will 
require the use of silt fencing and jute mesh slope stabilization when working within or 
adjacent to surface water and restore any wetlands or streambeds affected by construction.   
 
The largest impervious surface area constructed as part of this project will be the new 
WWTP in Shokan, adding 34,000 square feet of impervious surface area for the building, 
driveway, and parking lot. Bioretention basins or a pocket pond will be provided to address 
stormwater runoff from the WWTP site. 9,000 square feet of impervious surface is added 
from the eight pump station sites, 1,130 square feet will be added due to the newly placed 
manholes, and 110 square feet will be added due to the 35 grinder pumps. That brings the 
total impervious area to be constructed for this project to 44,240 square feet (1.02 acres).  
 
All necessary permits and approvals from the ACOE, New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation and New York City Department of Environmental Protection 
will be obtained before any work is performed within or adjacent to stream banks.  A 
wastewater State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) permit will also be 
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obtained for the discharge of treated WWTP effluent to the Butternut Creek.  The SPDES 
permit will include treated effluent limits established by NYSDEC.  
 
All applicable permits and approvals will be obtained once final design is complete. 

 
4. Impact on Groundwater.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on 

groundwater.  One of the purposes of the wastewater project is to improve groundwater by 
eliminating failed septic systems, inadequate septic systems or septic systems that are likely 
to fail within the service area.   The WWTP will not have a sub-surface discharge.   
 
The WWTP will use a well to supply water for daily domestic use; this is the only project 
location where a new demand for water is created.  Since the WWTP will re-use WWTP 
effluent for a non-potable water system, the anticipated water usage from the new well will 
only be 100 gallons per day. The average single-family home has a water usage of 260 
gallons per day. Since the WWTP’s water demand is less than that of an average single-
family home, there will be no impact on the groundwater.  
 

5. Impact on Flooding. There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on flooding. A 
small portion of the project piping in Boiceville is within the 100-year floodplain but the 
impact is not anticipated to be significant.  Ground elevations within the 100-year floodplain 
will not change and any structures located within the 100-year floodplain will be 
floodproofed.  As an example, manholes and vault structures within the floodplain will have 
watertight frame and covers. No above-ground structures will be located within the 
floodplain.  
 

6. Impact on Air.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on air.  Dust control 
measures will be utilized during construction to minimize the temporary air quality issues 
that are associated with utility construction.   

 
7. Impact on Plants and Animals.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on 

endangered plants and animals. An evaluation for the presence of flora and fauna will be 
conducted to determine if they exist on and adjacent to the proposed project sites. Should 
these species exist in or adjacent to the proposed project site(s), the project components will 
be relocated to avoid their habitat.  NYSDEC has indicated that the site is near known 
occurrences of the Bald Eagle.  The project will be designed to avoid incidental taking or 
disturbance of any eagles or their habitat.  

 
8. Impact on Agricultural Resources.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on 

Agricultural Resources.   
 

9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on 
aesthetic resources.  Unnecessary tree clearing will be avoided to maintain natural screening 
of the WWTP.  The WWTP building will be designed to complement the local architecture 
to the extent practicable.  All the wastewater treatment processes will be located inside the 
newly constructed WWTP building.  
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10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources.  There are no anticipated adverse impacts 
on historic and archeological resources.  A Phase 1AArcheological Field Reconnaissance 
was conducted for the Project by Binghamton University Public Archeology Facility in 
December 2021. The same consultant will conduct a 1B Archeological Field 
Reconnaissance in the spring of 2022. The archeologist will prepare a final report to send to 
SHPO for concurrence.  Potential archeological impacts will be avoided by relocating 
project structures and pipelines.  

 
11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts 

anticipated on open space or recreation. The WWTP will be located adjacent to Grant Avery 
Park, a 15-acre outdoor recreational area, but natural screening will be maintained to 
separate the sites. Access to the WWTP site during both construction and operations will be 
via the existing seasonal access road to the park, which will be improved as part of the 
project.  Further, the existing bathroom facilities at the park will receive a service lateral 
(with grinder pump station) as part of the project.  All construction phase impacts will be 
temporary, and the design will include provisions to minimize impacts on the use of the 
park.  All the wastewater treatment processes will be located inside the newly constructed 
WWTP building, and the discharge outfall will extend away from and not be visible from 
the park.         

 
12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas.   There are no significant anticipated adverse 

impacts on critical environmental areas. 
 

13. Impact on Transportation.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on 
transportation.  Traffic may need to be temporarily reduced to one lane with flagging to 
accommodate the installation of the gravity sewer and force mains within Town, County, or 
State highway pavement areas. 

 
14. Impact on Energy.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on energy.  The 

new wastewater facilities will use approximately 1,500 Mwh per year, which is under the 
significant impact threshold electricity usage of 2,500 Mwh per year.  The proposed 
facilities will be served from existing electrical distribution lines. 

 
15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on 

noise, odor or light.  The WWTP process will be entirely contained within a new building.  
The WWTP and each of the eight (8) community pump stations will be provided with an 
automatic emergency back-up generator that will need to be exercised for 30 minutes 
weekly to ensure that it is in working order in the event of a power outage.  The collection 
system will be fitted with odor control devices at appropriate locations to reduce possible 
odors. Lighting at the WWTP will be minimal and will be designed so not to allow light 
pollution in the surrounding areas. 

 
16. Impact on Human Health.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on human 

health.  The project is expected to have a positive impact on public health by eliminating 
failed septic systems, inadequate septic systems, or septic systems that are likely to fail 
within the service area. 
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17. Consistency with Community Plans.  There are no significant anticipated adverse impacts on 

the consistency with community plans.  The sewer system and WWTP is designed to handle 
combined wastewater flow from existing development in the Boiceville and Shokan districts 
with only limited capacity for future growth. Under the Watershed Regulations, the New 
York City Department of Environmental Protection controls all forms of sewage disposal, 
and NYSDOH and NYSDEC have additional regulations.  New sewage subsurface systems 
and/or upgrades of existing systems that comply with applicable regulations are very 
expensive and often not possible.  Here, the Preliminary Engineer’s Report prepared by 
Lamont Engineers found other potential wastewater solutions, including a septic 
maintenance district and community leach field, are not feasible given the nature of the soils 
and the size of the lots. The collection system and WWTP proposed herein will provide a 
long-term, affordable wastewater solution for both communities.  
 
The action includes the adoption of a revised Sewer Use Law for the Town of Olive that will 
govern the use and operation of the community system.  The Sewer Use Law will require that 
any building with a sanitary system must connect to the sewer main unless otherwise 
exempted by the Town Board.  The Sewer Use Law will prohibit the disposal of storm water, 
roof drains, basement sumps, swimming pool water and ground water in the sanitary sewer. 
Once the connection has been made to the public sewer, any cesspool, septic tank, and similar 
wastewater disposal facility has to be cleaned of septage by a licensed septage hauler and 
filled with clean sand, gravel or dirt or removed from the property. Under the system being 
proposed, each property will get a new sanitary lateral, and the project will pay for the closing 
and filling of the existing septic tanks. 
 
The Town considers the treatment capacity at the wastewater treatment facility as a valuable 
asset to be used for the betterment of the community.  Any person seeking to construct a new 
building within the Sewer District or make modifications to an existing building or occupancy 
use that results in significant additional wastewater flow must first obtain an allocation of 
sewage capacity from the Town Board.  If the Town Board refuses to grant a person an 
allocation, that person can still develop the property provided he/she can arrange for some 
other means of approved sewage disposal (i.e., septic system).  The Town Board shall have 
authority to enter into agreements with property owners outside the Sewer District to accept 
sewage subject to a written contract. As new development occurs or as existing parcels are 
modified, there may be a need for additional capacity at the wastewater treatment plant to treat 
the additional flow and maintain a buffer between actual and permitted flows. 
  
The Sewer Use Law contains detailed specifications for the construction of new sewer mains 
and for the construction of sewer laterals. For new construction after this project, the property 
owner will have to fund the sewer lateral and any necessary pumping facility.  

           
 Grease traps will be required if the Town’s Inspector determines that grease traps are 

necessary for the proper handling of wastewater containing excessive amounts of grease. In 
particular, grease traps are required for all food service and restaurant establishments. Solid 
waste grinders (garbage disposals) will not be allowed within the district. For existing 
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establishments, the grease traps will be installed as part of the lateral construction on the 
project. 
 
The Sewer Use Law also contains an article or chapter establishing sewer rents.  Prior to the 
wastewater treatment facility commencing operations, the Town will execute an agreement 
with New York City Department of Environmental Protection relating to the operation and 
maintenance of the facility.  Under the terms of that agreement, the City will agree to 
subsidize the facility operation, such that each household will initially pay no more than 
$100 per year per residential dwelling unit. A household is a place where a person lives on a 
permanent basis.  The term does include transient rental properties and Bed and Breakfasts 
containing less than six guest rooms.  It does not cover motels or hotels where customers 
stay on a transient basis. 
 

18. Consistency with Community Character. There are no significant anticipated adverse 
impacts on the consistency with community character. 
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