
Resolution of
The Town of Olive Zoning Board of Appeals

In the Matter of the Appeal and Application for Interpretation of Karen Ranucci/Krumville Artist
and Teachers Alliance, LLC to determine if the Proposed Use of an artist studio and

educational and community center is permitted in the R/E-1A zoning district.

Application No. 22-01

WHEREAS:

I. Background

1. The Applicant is Karen Ranucci/Krumville Artist and Teachers Alliance, LLC (referred to
hereafter collectively as the "Applicant"). The Applicant is represented before this board
by Charles Gottlieb, Esq. of the firm of Whiteman Osterman and Hanna, LLP.

2. This appeal involves property located at 1242 Country Road 2, in the Town of
Olivebridge, and which bears the Tax Parcel No. 53.4-5-64. The Property is
approximately 0.64 acres in area and is located in the Residential/Exurban (R/E-1A)
Zoning District. 

3. According to the Applicant, the proposed use for this site is described as an artist studio
and educational and community center devoted to adult education, recreation and the
arts. This proposal would include educational classes, including book discussions,
exhibitions, small performances, concerts, and farmers' markets. The aforementioned
classes would include topics such as history, philosophy, writing, literature, architecture,
music theory, chorus practice, book groups discussions, meditation, yoga, herbal
healing, and wellness. In addition, the Applicant would also like to have an art fellow
temporarily reside on the premises to use the space to hone his/her skills, help
implement education program, and engage with community members. 

4. Pursuant to the Town of Olive Zoning Law §155-17, entitled “Schedule of residence and
business district uses,” permitted principal uses in the R/E-1A Zoning District include all
permitted uses in the Residential/Conservation (R/C-10A) Zoning District and the
Residential/Rural (R/R-3A) Zoning District. 

5. The Applicant has asserted that this project is allowed in the R/E-1A zoning district
under two potential uses. The Applicant asserts that this proposed use should be
classified as either a “commercial recreation” use or, in the alternative, as a “museum.”
Both of these uses are permitted in the R/E-1A Zoning District, by virtue of being
permitted in either the R/C-10A Zoning District (permitting “commercial recreation uses
including but not limited to resort hotels, commercial camps for seasonal residence only,
resort ranch, resort lodge, bungalow colony”) or the R/R-3A Zoning District (permitting
“college, library, museum”).

6. In addition, during the course of the public meeting, assertions were also made that the
proposed use could be permitted as a “recreation facility” use. The R/C-10A Zoning
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District permits “park, reservation and/or recreation facility,” and thereby the R/E-1A
Zoning District also would permit such use. 

7. None of these uses are expressly defined in the Town of Olive Zoning Law.

II. The ZBA’s Review

8. The question before this Board is whether the proposed use as described by the
Applicant is permitted in the R/E-1A Zoning District.

9. This question of interpretation comes directly before us stemming from an application
for site plan review pending before the Town of Olive Planning Board. 

10. Initially, the Applicant applied to the Town of Olive Planning Board on or about October
28, 2021, seeking site plan approval and a special use permit to use the building as an
educational and community center. 

11. A question was raised by the Planning Board as to whether the proposed use was
permitted in the R/E-1A Zoning District. The Applicant was advised by the Planning
Board to apply to the Town of Olive Zoning Board of Appeals (“ZBA”) for a determination
as to whether the proposed use is permitted in the R/E-1A Zoning District.

12. On or about January 12, 2022, the Applicant submitted an application to the Town of
Olive ZBA, requesting an interpretation as to whether the use is permitted as a
“commercial recreation” use or, in the alternative, as a “museum.”

13. The ZBA is authorized to review this question pursuant to the Town of Olive Zoning Law
§155-37(C).

14. A ZBA public hearing was duly advertised and held at the Meeting Hall on Bostock
Road, Shokan. The public comment period was opened on March 3, 2022. During the
course of this review, the ZBA received numerous comments, both written and orally,
from the Applicant and members of the public. We thank the public for their participation
in this appeal, and we thank both the public and the Applicant for providing the ZBA with
helpful information to be considered in our Decision. The public comment portion was
closed on March 3, 2022. 

15. This appeal is classified as Type II action under the State Environmental Quality Review
Act ("SEQRA") because it is an application for an interpretation of an existing code, rule
or regulation [6 NYCRR §617.5(c)(37)]. No further environmental review is required
pursuant to SEQRA.

III. Findings of Facts & Conclusions of Law

16. In approaching the interpretation question before us, there are court decisions which
provide guidance regarding the process to be followed. The State’s highest court has
described the process to be followed when interpreting a statute. In Matter of Raritan
Development Corp. v Gaston Silva, 91 A.D.2d 98 (1997), the court said:

Page 2 of  10



This Court has long applied the well-respected plain meaning
doctrine in fulfillment of its judicial role in deciding statutory
construction appeals. We agree that “[i]t is fundamental that a
court, in interpreting a statute, should attempt to effectuate the
intent of the Legislature,” but we have correspondingly and
consistently emphasized that “where the statutory language is
clear and unambiguous, the court should construe it so as to give
effect to the plain meaning of the words used” (Patrolman’s
Benevolent Assn. v. City of New York, 41 N.Y.2d 205, 208
[emphasis added] [citations omitted]; see, Doctors Council v. New
York City Employee’s Retirement System, 71 N.Y.2d 669, 674-
675.

Hence, when looking at statutory interpretation and construction, the first and foremost
step is to look at the statutory text to see if its meaning is plain. 

17. Here, the Applicant has asserted that the proposed use can potentially be classified as
one of three (3) potential uses listed as allowed under the Zoning Law and which are
permitted in the R/E-1A Zoning District. 

18. The ZBA has reviewed each of the potential proposed uses identified by the Applicant.
In addition, the ZBA has also taken a de novo review of the Town of Olive Zoning Law to
determine whether the use proposed by the Applicant is permitted within the R/E-1A
Zoning District, or generally in the Town. Below in this resolution we will examine and
review each proposed use raised by the Applicant. We will also conduct our own review
of the Town of Olive Zoning Law insofar as it is germane to the issue before us in this
case.

Proposed Use 1 : “Commercial Recreation” Use

19. The Applicant has argued that its proposed use of the property as an artist’s studio and
educational and community center could be classified as a “commercial recreation use.”

20. This term is not specifically defined in the Town of Olive Zoning Law. However, it is
listed twice as a permitted use.

21. Pursuant to Olive Zoning Law §155-17(A)(10), a permissible use in the
Residential/Conservation R/C-10A Zoning District is stated as follows:

Commercial recreation uses, specifically oriented toward the use
of mountain land, such as ski areas, ski tows, horse riding trails,
including travel trailer or camping trailer parks or sites.

22. Pursuant to Olive Zoning Law §155-17(A)(14), another use that listed as being permitted
in the R/C-10A Zoning District is:
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Commercial recreation uses including but not limited to resort
hotels, commercial camps for seasonal residence only, resort
ranch, resort lodge, bungalow colony.

23. Both these uses are generally described as “commercial recreation uses,” but are also
additionally described by using a distinct set of examples of particular uses that are
encompassed within that term.

24. According to the New York Statutes § 238, one rule of statutory construction states that
"Whenever there is a general and a particular provision in the same statute, the general
does not overrule the particular but applies only where the particular enactment is
inapplicable." As is further explained in the commentary to that section, it is a general
rule of interpretation that when general words follow particular words, the former are
limited to the class of those specifically mentioned. 

25. This rule is usually spoken of as the doctrine of noscitur a sociis (it is known from its
associates) or ejusdem generis (of the same kind). Both of these terms state that the
scope of a word can be determined by the surrounding terms.1

26. In this case, the term “commercial recreation uses” is used as part of the description of
two permitted uses, but in both cases the term is followed by illustrative words. 

27. One permitted use which includes the term "Commercial recreation uses" contains
illustrative words or phrases which indicate that those uses are oriented towards the use
of mountain land, and expressly include as examples “ski areas,” “horses,” and
“travel/camping.” These examples provide a specific description of the type of use that
the term “commercial recreation uses” is anticipated to include. These particular words
are all associated with mountains, hiking, trails, etc. 

28. The Applicant’s proposed use does not relate to a “commercial recreation use” of that
type. The components of the use proposed by the Applicant are not associated with
mountains, hiking or trails. Nor does the Applicant’s proposed use fall within the spirit of
the examples that are used to illustrate that particular “commercial recreation use.”

29. Another permitted use which includes the term "commercial recreation uses" contains
illustrative words or phrases that include “resort hotel,” “commercial camp,” “resort
ranch,” and “resort lodge.” Although this use does state that such associated terms are
"including but not limited to" the list provided, all of the examples provided (hotel,
camping, ranch, lodge) are similar in nature and of the same kind. All of the illustrative
terms are uses that relate to resort hospitality and lodging. 

30. The Applicant’s proposed use is not related to commercial hospitality or lodging, and is
not in the nature of the illustrative uses such as “resort hotel,” “commercial camp,”
“resort ranch” or “resort lodge.” 

1
 N. Y. Statutes § 239
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31. Although the term “commercial recreation uses” is not explicitly defined in the Town of
Olive Zoning Law, the term is actually well defined by the various illustrative examples
used in conjunction with the term in §155-17, the “Schedule of residence and business
district uses.” Because the use proposed and described by the Applicant does not
match the letter or spirit of the illustrative uses that accompany the term, we find that the
Applicant’s proposed use is not a “commercial recreation use” in the way that term is
used in § 155-17 of the Olive Zoning Law. 

Proposed Use 2: “Museum”

32. In interpreting zoning laws, “the primary consideration... is to ascertain and give effect to
the intention of the Legislature.”2 

33. According to New York State law:

The legislative intent is to be ascertained from the words and language
used, and the statutory language is generally construed according to its
natural and most obvious sense, without resorting to an artificial or forced
construction.3

34. Aside from comprehending and considering the plain meaning of the words themselves,
consulting dictionary definitions of a word or term is another objective method of
ascertaining the common definition of that word or term, especially where the dictionary
definitions show a consistency of meaning. 

35. “Museum” is a term that is not specifically defined in the Olive Zoning Law. And, unlike
the term “commercial recreation uses,” the term “museum,” as it appears in the Zoning
Law, is not accompanied by any illustrative terms or examples. 

36. In conducting our own research to ascertain the meaning of the term “museum” in its
common and most obvious sense, we reviewed The Latest Illustrated Book of
Development Definitions, by Harvey S. Moskowitz and Carl G. Lindbloom. This book is a
resource for planners as a glossary for definitions often found in zoning and land use
laws.  

37. Again, in an effort to ascertain the common and obvious meaning of “museum,” we also
reviewed the zoning laws of several other rural municipalities generally similar to the
Town of Olive to determine if the term was defined, and if so, if there was enough
commonality between those definitions to provide helpful guidance as to the natural and
most obvious sense of the word used in the zoning and land use context. 

38. As a final measure, we also reviewed dictionary definitions of the term to determine if
there were any common traits among various dictionary definitions of the term.

2 N.Y. Statutes § 92.

3 N.Y. Statutes § 94.
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39. We found that “museum” was not a defined in The Latest Illustrated Book of
Development Definitions. 

40. We also found that, as is the case with Olive’s Zoning Law, the term “museum” was
listed as a permitted use in the zoning laws of several other rural municipalities, but the
term was seldom defined. 

41. Our review of dictionary definitions of “museum” did bear fruit. In reviewing several
different dictionaries, recurring similarities amongst the various definitions of the term
established a pattern that manifested a common understanding as to how to define a
“museum.” 

42. According to those definitions, a “museum” requires objects to be displayed or exhibited.
Such phrases were in just about every dictionary definition that we reviewed. Moreover,
the definition which involves the display or exhibition of objects is in accord with how the
general public would most likely describe that use. The dictionary definitions that were
reviewed as part of our research are set forth in Table A, which is attached to this
resolution. We find that these dictionary definitions of “museum” comprise the common
definition of that term.

43. While the use proposed by the Applicant has some qualities associated a "museum" in
the commonly understood sense, the scope of the entire proposed use as described by
the Applicant significantly exceeds the boundaries of the common meaning of
"museum." Indeed, most of the elements of the proposed use as described by the
Applicant do not fall within the commonly understood meaning of “museum” at all. 

44. Although the Applicant’s proposed use may contain some works of art displayed by an
artist, the added educational and community-house components of the proposed use,
such as classes, book discussions, workshops, performances, artists-in-residences,
meditation and yoga, exceed the common meaning of a “museum.” 

45. For the aforementioned reasons, we find that the proposed use as described by the
Applicant does not fit within the commonly understood definition of a “museum,” and
does not accord with the natural and most obvious sense of the word.

Proposed Use 3: Recreation Facility

46. “Recreation Facility” was another term that is often mentioned in zoning laws, but
according to our research, was not often defined. 

47. In our review of the zoning laws of several rural municipalities generally similar to Olive,
we found that when the term “recreation facility” was used, it was often not specifically
defined. Instead, it was used in association with different terms and uses, or was
otherwise used as an example to illustrate other terms. In those instances, the terms
“recreation” or “commercial recreation” were more likely to be defined, and often
associated with, physical activities or sports (often of the outdoor variety) as opposed to
educational classes or cultural or artistic activities. 
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48. As we did in researching the common meaning of “museum,” in researching the
common meaning of the term “Recreation Facility,” we consulted The Latest Illustrated
Book of Development Definitions. The term was defined there, and was described as
involving physical activities and sports rather than education and classes. This treatment
of the meaning of “Recreation Facility” was similar to the way in which the zoning laws of
other, similar municipalities enhanced the meaning of the terms “recreation” or
“commercial recreation,” by pairing or associating them with other terms.

49. Although the Olive Zoning Law does not define the term “recreation facility,” the Zoning
Law pairs that term with other illustrative terms which describe examples of such
facilities, such as the phrase “park, reservation, and/or recreation facility.” This is in
keeping with the concept that the term “recreation facility” is often associated with the
idea of parks, open spaces, and outdoor activities. In trying to determine a unified,
common meaning of the term “Recreation Facility,” we considered the meaning of the
terms often associated with “recreation” or instances where the term “recreation” was
used as part of a wider definition. The actual definitions that were reviewed in our
research are set forth in Table B, which is attached to this resolution.

50. The Applicant argues that the proposed use it has described offers “recreation”
opportunities to local citizens by making available to them educational and creative
activities that serve as a diversion from life’s day-to-day obligations. The Applicant
describes the recreational activities for the proposed use as including book discussions,
educational classes, and offering an interchange of ideas, opinions and sentiments.

51. The common theme that emerged from our research was that, in the context of zoning
laws, the term “recreation” is usually associated with parks, playgrounds or with sports
and physical activities. Those types of activities or uses of land are distinct from the
nature of the educational and cultural activities that are proposed by the Applicant’s
description of its proposed use, and are not within the legislative intent of “recreation
facility” as that term is used in the Olive Zoning Law.

52. Therefore, we find that the proposed use described by the Applicant does not fall within
the natural and most obvious meaning of the term “recreation facility,” particularly in the
context of the Olive Zoning Law, and land use and zoning laws in general according to
our research.

Proposed Use 4: Cultural Facility

53. As stated before, in interpreting zoning laws, “the primary consideration... is to ascertain
and give effect to the intention of the Legislature.”4

54. In doing so, “[a] statute or legislative act is to be construed as a whole, and all parts of
an act are to be read and construed together to determine the legislative intent.”5

4 N.Y. Statutes §94.

5 N.Y. Statutes §97.
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55. During the course of our review, we examined the Olive Zoning Law to see if there were
other uses permitted in the Town, including those that may be permitted outside the
R/E-1A Zoning District, that fit the proposed use described by the Applicant.

56. During the course of our research in reviewing zoning laws from other, similar rural
communities, we found that terms such as “cultural center” or “educational center” were
terms that appeared to fit the entirety of the Applicant’s proposed use. 

57. These terms were far more appropriate in encompassing the variety of cultural and
educational offerings which comprise entire spectrum of the Applicant’s proposed use.
The scope of these terms extends well beyond the common definition of “museum,”
“commercial recreation” or “recreation facility.”  

58. The Olive Zoning Law does include a use pertaining to cultural offerings. The allowed
uses in the B/V-1/2 Zoning District include the following use:

retail and personal service businesses designed to meet the day-to-day
and convenience type needs of the townspeople primarily such as food,
clothing, soft goods, hardware and other merchandise stores, business
and professional offices, cultural, social and artistic enterprises and
facilities, and other uses deemed similar and appropriate by the Board
of Appeals. Such uses may be provided individually or in combined
groups as convenience or community shopping centers [emphasis
added].6

59. The presence of this use in the Olive Zoning Law “Schedule of residence and business
district uses”7 demonstrates that the Town of Olive chose to allow in the BV-1/2 District,
a use which included “cultural, social and artistic enterprises and facilities.” This
establishes that a conscious choice was made by the Town to allow that type of use in
the BV-1/2 District. Further, it can also be reliably inferred that the Town also chose not
to allow that type of use in the R/E-1A District, where the Applicant’s property is located,
because that use is not among the uses listed as allowed in the R/E-1A District on the
schedule of allowed uses in Olive Zoning Law § 155-17.

60. We are cognizant of the public comments which we received during the public hearing
that have praised the potential benefits of this proposed project. But the community
benefits of the project are not germane to the question before us. As the ZBA, it is our
task to read and interpret the Olive Zoning Law as it is written. Where the meaning of
the law is unequivocally clear, then we are duty-bound to apply the plain meaning of the
law. It is our duty to do this even if individual Board members do not personally agree
with the land use policy the Zoning Law provision at issue implements, or regardless of
whether applying the plain meaning of the law could causes a hardship to the Applicant. 

6
 Town of Olive Zoning Law §155-17(E)(3). (Emphasis Added)

7
 Id., §155-17.
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61. For the reasons set forth above, we find that the Town of Olive did consider a cultural,
social and artistic land use in drafting the Zoning Law. We find further that the Town
decided to allow that use in the BV-1/2 Zoning District, but chose not to allow that use in
the R/E-1A Zoning District where the Applicant’s property is located.  

62. We therefore find that the Applicant’s use, as it is currently proposed, is not permitted in
the R/E-1A Zoning District. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, based on all of the findings of facts and conclusions of
law described above, and upon the reasoning described above, as follows:

Section 1. The Applicant’s proposed use of an artist studio and educational and community
center is not permitted in the R/E-1A Zoning District.

Section 2. The Applicant’s proposed use is not a “commercial recreation use,” as that use is
described and intended in the context of the Town of Olive Zoning Law. Although
the term “commercial recreation uses” is not explicitly defined in the Town of
Olive Zoning Law, the term is actually well defined by the various illustrative
examples used in conjunction with the term in Zoning Law §155-17, the
“Schedule of residence and business district uses.” Because the use proposed
and described by the Applicant does not match the letter or spirit of the
illustrative uses that accompany the term, we find that the Applicant’s proposed
use is not a “commercial recreation use” in the way that term is used in § 155-17
of the Olive Zoning Law.

Section 3. The Applicant’s proposed use is not a “museum,” as that use is described and
intended in the context of the Town of Olive Zoning Law. In its common and
most obvious sense, a “museum” use requires objects to be displayed or
exhibited. Although the Applicant’s proposed use may contain some works of art
displayed by an artist, the added educational and community-house components
of the proposed use, such as classes, book discussions, workshops,
performances, artists-in-residences, meditation and yoga, exceed the common
meaning of a “museum.” 

Section 4. The Applicant’s proposed use is not a “recreation facility,”as that use is
described and intended in the context of the Town of Olive Zoning Law. The
common theme that emerged from our research was that, in the context of
zoning laws, the term “recreation” is usually associated with parks, playgrounds
or with sports and physical activities. Those types of activities or uses of land are
distinct from the nature of the educational and cultural activities that are
proposed by the Applicant’s description of its proposed use, and are not within
the legislative intent of “recreation facility” as that term is used in the Town of
Olive Zoning Law.

Section 5. The Applicant’s proposed use is better classified as a cultural, social and artistic
enterprises and facilities designed to meet the day-to-day and convenience type
needs of the townspeople. The Town of Olive did consider a cultural, social and
artistic land use in drafting the Zoning Law. The Town decided to allow that use
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in the BV-1/2 Zoning District, but chose not to allow that use in the R/E-1A
Zoning District where the Applicant’s property is located. 

Motion to approve resolution by:

Seconded by:

In Favor Against Abstain Absent

Vote: William Vilkelis ______ _______ _______ _______

Fred Perry ______ _______ _______ _______

Chet Scofield  ______ _______ _______ _______
 

Sandy Friedel  ______ _______ _______ _______

Brian O’Rourke ______ _______ _______ _______

Result: Motion passes by the following margin: 

Dated: May ___, 2022

Filing: A copy of this resolution was filed in the office of the Town of Olive Town Clerk on May
___, 2022 by Janelle Perry, Secretary to the ZBA.

_______________________________
Janelle Perry, ZBA Secretary
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Table A

Terms and definitions for “museum”



Table A

Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

The Latest
Illustrated Book
of Development
Definitions

Cultural Facilities Establishments that document
the social and religious
structures and intellectual and
artistic manifestation that
characterize a society and
include museums, art galleries,
and botanical and zoological
gardens of a natural, historical,
educational, or cultural
interest.

Museum not
specifically defined,
but included as an
example of cultural
facilities

The Latest
Illustrated Book
of Development
Definitions

Arts Center A structure or complex of
structures for the visual and/or
performing arts

The Latest
Illustrated Book
of Development
Definitions

Artist Studio A place of work for an artist,
artisan, or craftsperson,
including persons engaged in
the application, teaching or
performance of fine arts such
as, but not limited to, drawing,
vocal or instrumental music,
painting, sculpture, and writing

Town of Ghent
Zoning Law

Museum A place for exhibiting for public
display works of art, science,
invention, education,
antiquities, curiosities or
objects of natural history.



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Town of Ghent
Zoning Law

Artists Cultural Center
or Retreat

Land and buildings used as a
meeting place, retreat and/or
exhibition center for the
exchange of ideas between
artists, members of the
professional art community
and the general public. Artists
shall include persons working
in all art forms and mediums,
including, but not limited to,
painters, sculptors, authors,
screen writers, playwrights,
film makers, musicians and
photographers. A cultural
center or retreat may provide
indoor and outdoor exhibition
space, work space, meeting
space, lecture halls,
performance space and
sculpture parks, as well as
living and dining facilities for
the staff, artists and
participants in the center's or
retreat's program

This is another use
that was defined in the
Town of Ghent. This
particular use seemed
to be more fitting with
what was proposed for
this project. 

Town of New
Paltz Zoning
Law

Cultural Facilities Use listed but no definition Examples associated
with this use included:
Library, art gallery,
museum, etc.

Town of
Gardiner Zoning
Law

Religious, educational,
or cultural uses 

Use listed but no definition Examples associated
with this use included:
libraries, houses of
worship, museums,
art galleries, schools
and similar uses

Town of Clinton
Zoning Law

Library or Museum Use listed but no definition 

Town of Clinton
Zoning Law

Community Facility Any building, structure, park, or
recreation area or other area
for the general use of the
residents of the Town or the
public.

This is another use
that was defined in the
Town of Clinton. This
particular use seemed
to be more fitting with
what was proposed for
this project. 

Town of Ancram
Zoning Law

Museum Not an allowed Use No definition provided

Town of Ancram
Zoning Law

Artisan / Craftsman Use listed but no definition 



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Town of Ancram
Zoning Law

Performing Arts Venue Use listed but no definition 

Town of Ancram
Zoning Law

Art Gallery A place where original works of
art are displayed and offered
for sale. In those districts
where a special permit is
required for an art gallery, the
sale of items other than
original works of art is
prohibited.

Town of Ancram
Zoning Law

Artist Studio A place wherein original works
of art are produced or
executed and may be offered
for sale in accordance with §
260-55 of this chapter. These
works include, but are not
limited to, fine art, sculpture,
crafts, photography, literature,
electronic creations or
software. This definition does
not include galleries or studios
selling works of art not
produced on site.

Town of
Woodstock
Zoning Law

Art Gallery A place where original works of
art are displayed and offered
for sale. In those districts
where a special permit is
required for an art gallery, the
sale of items other than
original works of art is
prohibited



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Town of
Woodstock
Zoning Law

Artist Studio A place wherein original works
of art are produced or
executed and may be offered
for sale in accordance with §
260-55 of this chapter. These
works include, but are not
limited to, fine art, sculpture,
crafts, photography, literature,
electronic creations or
software. This definition does
not include galleries or studios
selling works of art not
produced on site

Town of
Woodstock
Zoning Law

Cultural facility Use listed but no definition Examples associated
with this use included:
library, museum, etc.

Town of
Shandaken
Zoning Law

Cultural facilities,
institutions and
philanthropic uses

Use listed but no definition Examples associated
with this use included:
library, art gallery,
museum, etc.

Town of
Marbletown
Zoning Law

Promoters of performing
arts, sports and similar
events, excluding
operation of drive-in
theaters; agents and
managers for artists,
athletes, entertainers,
and other public figures;
independent artists,
writers, and performers

Use listed but no definition 

Town of
Marbletown
Zoning Law

Museums, including
nonretail galleries,
historical sites open to
the public

Use listed but no definition 

Cambridge
English
Dictionary

Museum A building where objects of
historical, scientific, or artistic
interest are kept;

A building where people can
go to view works of art or
objects of interest to science or
history.



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Merriam-
Webster
Dictionary

Museum An institution devoted to the
procurement, care, study, and
display of objects of lasting
interest or value American
Museum of Natural History
also : a place where objects
are exhibited an art museum

Dictionary.com Museum A building or place where
works of art, scientific
specimens, or other objects of
permanent value are kept and
displayed.

Collins
Dictionary

Museum A museum is a building where
a large number of interesting
and valuable objects, such as
works of art or historical items,
are kept, studied, and
displayed to the public.

An institution, building, or room
for preserving and exhibiting
artistic, historical, or scientific
objects 



Table B

Terms and definitions for “Recreation Facility”



Table B

Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

The Latest
Illustrated Book
of Development
Definitions

Recreation Facility A place designed and
equipped for the conduct of
sports and leisure-time
activities.

Town of Ghent
Zoning Law

Recreational Facilities Not defined Not a particular use,
but associated with
other uses, including
"open space,"
"lodging" (recreational
facilities for the sole
use of guests and
employees, including
pool, playground,
tennis or other game
courts, game or
recreation rooms,
office and lobby" 

Town of Ghent
Zoning Law

Private Recreation Area,
Nonprofit

A park, playground or
recreation area operated by a
nonprofit organization for the
primary purpose of providing
relaxation or an opportunity for
the playing of games or
sporting activities.

Town of Ghent
Zoning Law

Commercial rural
recreational facilities

Use listed but no definition As a special condition,
it says that it is limited
to those customarily
considered to be
outdoor sports,
except sports that
involve motorized
racing or contests
involving motorized
vehicles.

Town of Ghent
Zoning Law

Recreational area Use listed but no definition Associated with park,
playground



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Town of Ghent
Zoning Law

Open Space Land used for the purpose
of recreation, resource
protection, amenity or buffers;
freely accessible to all
residents and protected by the
provisions of this chapter to
ensure that it remains in such
uses. Open space does not
include land occupied by
buildings, roads or road
right-of-way; nor does it
include the yard or lots of
single or multifamily dwelling
units or parking areas as
required by the provision of
this chapter. Open space shall
be left in a natural state except
in the case of recreation uses,
including recreational buildings

Town of New
Paltz Zoning
Law

Recreational Facilities Not defined Not a particular use,
but mentioned within
other uses, including
parkland, tennis
courts (part of
planned resort overlay
district), court games
(athletic and
recreational facilities)



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Town of New
Paltz Zoning
Law

Commercial Indoor
Recreation

A recreation facility, operated
entirely within an approved
structure or structures,
operated for compensation
and available for use by the
general public, including
instruction and competition in
the respective activity.
Commercial indoor recreation
shall also include the
incidental sale of associated
athletic or other equipment
and the incidental sale of food
and/or beverages to persons
using the facility. Commercial
indoor recreation shall include
such uses as indoor tennis,
indoor swimming, indoor
racket ball, etc., but shall
not include the use of any
motorized vehicle, as for
instance go-carts and
minibikes and/or similar
motorized apparatus

Town of New
Paltz Zoning
Law

Open Space Land that is left in its natural
state for conservation
purposes, including wildlife
habitat and wildlife corridors;
landscaped for aesthetic or
scenic purposes; devoted to
active or passive recreation;
used for stormwater
management facilities; or used
for the preservation of
distinctive architectural,
historic, geologic and botanic
sites, but not impervious
surfaces such as driveways,
parking areas or paved areas
not used for recreation.



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Town of
Gardiner Zoning
Law

Recreational Business,
Indoor

A business and/or club which,
for compensation and/or dues,
offers indoor recreational
services, including but not
limited to a movie theater,
billiard hall, live theater,
children's play facility other
than a day-care center, and
other places of public or
private indoor
entertainment.

Town of
Gardiner Zoning
Law

Recreational Business,
Outdoor

A business and/or club which,
for compensation and/or dues,
offers outdoor recreational
services, including but not
limited to public stables, golf
courses and driving ranges,
miniature golf, hunting and
fishing, and other places of
public or private outdoor
entertainment.

Town of
Gardiner Zoning
Law

Low-Impact recreation Any recreational activities that
do not involve buildings or
motorized vehicles, and that
will not result in the physical
alteration of the land and/or
any natural resources.
Recreational activities that are
customarily incidental and
subordinate to a principal use
shown on the Use Table are
excluded from this definition.

Town of Clinton
Zoning Law

Recreation area Public or private land
developed with facilities for
passive recreation, e.g., trails,
picnic areas, and/or with
facilities for active outdoor
individual or organized
recreation, such as ball fields,
tennis courts, swimming, or
ice-skating



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Town of Clinton
Zoning Law

Commercial Recreation
and Amusement Facility

An establishment engaged in
providing indoor entertainment
for a fee or admission charge,
including dance halls,
bowling alleys, billiard and
pool establishments,
membership sports
recreation clubs, and game
parlors (see also specific
uses separately regulated).

Town of Clinton
Zoning Law

Recreation Not defined Not a particular use,
but mentioned within
other uses, including
"park" (Any land
and/or associated
structures created and
maintained by a
municipality or
organization for the
express use and
enjoyment by the
general public for
recreational
purposes.)

Town of
Northeast
Zoning Law

Recreation or Sport
Facility

A facility for recreation and/or
sports, specifically health
and fitness, swimming,
tennis, squash, bowling,
handball, racquetball,
miniature golf and driving
range.

Town of
Northeast
Zoning Law

Educational Center A center organized to
promote and foster
education in the arts,
humanities or sciences, with
facilities for, but not limited
to, libraries, archives,
seminars, lectures,
conferences and
workshops, which is not a
college or university giving
general academic instruction

This is another use
that was defined in the
Town of Northeast.
This particular use
seemed to be more
fitting with what was
proposed for this
project. 

Town of
Shandaken
Zoning Law

Commercial recreation
facilities,
mountain-related

Use listed but no definition



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Town of
Shandaken
Zoning Law

Other commercial
recreation and
amusement facilities

Use listed but no definition

Town of
Woodstock
Zoning Law

Recreational Facility Not defined Not a particular use,
but mentioned with
summer or vacation
colony, camp, day
camp, membership
club

Town of Ancram
Zoning Law

Recreational Facility
(outdoor)

Use listed but no definition Examples associated
with this use included:
skating,
skateboarding, pool,
gym, miniature golf,
etc.

Town of Ancram
Zoning Law

Recreational Facility
(indoor) -

Use listed but no definition Does state that the
range of recreational
activities allowed as
components of
commercial
recreation
establishments are
broad and the
characteristics and
intensity of use may
vary, the approving
Board may impose
such additional
requirements as may
be necessary to
provide adequate
protection to adjoining
and nearby properties,
considering the
proposed activity, the
proposed location and
the nature of the
adjoining community



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

Town of Ancram
Zoning Law

Recreational facilities Not defined Not a particular use,
but mentioned with:
basketball, tennis
court or pool
(multiple family units),
golf courses,
bowling alleys,
skating rink (parking
requirements), ball
fields, golf courses,
park (recreation land),
pool, playground,
tennis or other game
courts, game or
recreation room,
office and lobby
(recreational facilities
for lodging)

Collins
Dictionary

Recreation Facility Not defined

Collins
Dictionary

Recreational of, relating to, or used for
recreation

Collins
Dictionary

Recreation Consists of things that you do
in your spare time to relax

Collins
Dictionary

Facilities Buildings, pieces of
equipment, or services that
are provided for a particular
purpose.

Thefreedictionar
y.com

Recreational Facility A public facility for recreation

Cambridge
English
Dictionary

Recreation (a way of) enjoying yourself
when you are not working

Cambridge
English
Dictionary

Facility something such as a place,
building, or equipment used
for a particular purpose or
activity

vocabulary.com Recreational Facility a public facility for recreation



Source
Material

Term/Phrase Found Definition Additional Notes

vocabulary.com Recreation An activity that diverts or
amuses or stimulates

activity that refreshes and
recreates; activity that renews
your health and spirits by
enjoyment and relaxation


